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Welcome back to the start of the new term. I hope all parents, carers and students have had an enjoyable and relaxing 
Christmas and New Year break. I have taken the opportunity this week to address all year groups about the term ahead 
and what the key focuses should be. Below are the key words used in that assembly 
and what we hope to see from all our students across the Academies. 
 
Attitude 
Resilience 
Motivation 
Attendance 
Driven by a belief that every child matters - every lesson counts 
 
The 4 key words and underlying belief above formed the framework of this assembly 
led my myself and newly appointed Vice Principal Stuart Ingram. Recent research has emphasised the link between 
attendance and attainment. One striking statistic was any student with 95% attendance or better during their secondary 
school career has an 85% chance of getting 5 GCSE grades at C grade or better. 80% attendance in the same period and 
the figure for 5 GCSE grades at C or better drops to 30%.  
 
A big thank you to everyone who supported our Christmas Jumper Day on the last day of term. The Academies raised 
close to a £1000 which is going to support the flood victims in Carlisle. Two fellow United Learning schools are based in 
the town with many families from those schools currently homeless due to the flash flooding.  
 
Happy new year to you all.  
 

Ben Antell 

Principal 

Just before the Christ-

mas holiday, our netball 

teams flew out to Barba-

dos for a week-long 

sports tour.  The girls 

played against some lo-

cal teams in a country 

where netball is an ex-

tremely popular sport 

and they toured the island, soaking 

up the Caribbean culture as well as 

the sun! "Swimming with turtles was 

the best thing," said one of the girls, 

whilst another enjoyed the day 

spent trying to spot Simon Cowell on 

the beach next to his hotel the most! 

It was a fantastic trip. 

Monday 18 January 

ROA Exams Begin 

STUDENTS IN YEARS 7-10 SIT RANK 

ORDER EXAMS IN ALL SUBJECTS 

OVER THE NEXT TWO WEEKS 

Wednesday 20 January 

Year 9 Parents’ Evening 

WE WELCOME PARENTS & CARERS 

OF YEAR 9 STUDENTS IN TO MEET 

STAFF 

Wednesday 20 January 

Meet a Midwife 

STUDENTS INTERESTED IN A CAREER 

IN MIDWIFERY GET THE CHANCE TO 

MEET ONE! 
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Science Symposium 

 

 
Brilliant Club 

  

 

 

 

This absolutely fantastic flower basket was created by 
Tara Redpath and Amy Godding within our Forest 
School.  This netted them the Bronze Award in a 
Bournemouth in Bloom competition.  The judges were 
impressed by the flowers being raised from seed, the 
photographic record and the effort to decorate the 
wicker basket. Well done girls. 

The Brilliant Club have completed their dissertations 
on creative writing 
and to mark their suc-
cess they will be invit-
ed to attend a 
presentation ceremo-
ny at Sussex Universi-
ty.  The Scholar Pro-

gramme has involved the students working closely 
with a PhD Tutor, who is either studying to gain a PhD 
or already has one, in a series of small group university
-style tutorials to study a ‘super-curricular’ course that 
explores topics they may not 
usually study in the school 
curriculum.  

The students completed an 
extended final assignment 
that has challenged them to 
work above their current Key 
Stage. Well done! 

 

 

 
Bournemouth in Bloom Winners 

‘ 

In December, 'Rudolph the Well Read 
Reindeer' returned, a festive-inspired 
reading challenge in which students 
read and reviewed a mystery book 
from under the 
tree. Choosing 
winners was a 
difficult job and 
we had no choice 

but to include runners-up due to the 
exceptional quality of the entries. 
Congratulations go to: Adam Cheetham, 
Jamie Fellows, Mevlide Kqiku and Nicola 

Cheung - all won 
a selection of 
prizes including: 
pantomime tick-
ets, crazy-golf 
vouchers, water-
sports activities 
and some books 
to get stuck into 
in the New Year. 

Look out for the next competition com-
ing soon... 

 
Rudolph the Well Read Reindeer Winners 

 

120 students from the academies were invited to 
attend a Science Symposium on 'The Mysterious Hu-
man Heart', run by Oxford International Biomedical 
Centre. Speakers 
from Oxford Univer-
sity visited the 
school, and gave a 
talk on 'What does 
the heart do and 
how?' and 'Can we 
mend a broken 
heart?'  
 
The speakers dis-
cussed their research, including the zebra fish which 
can regrow its heart if damaged, and the possibility of 

growing a new heart 
from a patients own 
cells. The students 
were then given the 
opportunity to ask 
questions, impressing 
the speakers by their 
high level questions. 


